
January 23,2006 

Email: elections~8OOTA.org 

e f : e Election and 
rvices, Inc. 

S. Lynn Aughtry 
SCANA Services, Inc. , MC- 1 30 
Columbia, SC 29218 

s ~ u g h ~ r y ~ s c ~ n a .  com 
803-2 1 7-9329 

Dear Mr. Kelly: 

Per your request, please find EA Election and su porting documentation required 
from SCANA Services, Inc. regarding the matter referenced above. 

Feel free to contact me if you need additional information. 

S i n ce re I y , 

S. Lynn'&ghtry 
Senior Contract Analyst 
SCANA Legal Department 

Enclosures 



Supporting Documentation 

BEA Call Sign Frequency 
BEA027 WQBN695 859.1 125 

Contact I n fo rma tio n : 
C. Steve Davis 
Spectrum Coo rd i na to r 
SCANA Services, Inc. 
(803) 21 7-6385 (phone) 
(803) 933-861 1 (fax) 
csdavis@scana .corn 

Location 
Augusta, GA and 
Aiken, SC 

Call Signs for all relevant licenses cross-referenced by EA: 

BEA028 
BEA041 

WQBN696 859.1 125 Savannah, GA 
WQBN697 859.1 125 G reenvi I le, 

Spartan bu rg , 
Anderson, SC 

State men t of Election : 

SCANA Services, Inc. wishes to remain in the ESMR Band on frequency 
859.1 125 MHz in the BEAs listed above. However, this frequency will be used 
in a non-commercial internal capacity and on an EA basis pursuant to a 
waiver (attached) received from the Federal Communications Commission 

C. Steve Davis 
SCANA Services, Inc. 
S pect ru m Coo rd in at o r 

Sworn to before me th y of January, 2006. 

(L. S.) 
(Notary Public for) 
My commission expires: 



eder ssio 

August 18,2004 

Charles S. Davis 
Spectrum Coordinator 

Colu~bia,  South Carolina 292 18 

ear avis: 

assigned to SCANA to be used to 
as Private Mobile Radio Service (‘ 

s proposed use includes operation in support of its utility operations. For 
below, we grant waiver of section 90.617(d) and will permit SCANA to 

application. 

Section 90.617(d) of the Commission’s rules provides that the lower 
”) c h ~ n e l s ,  inch 
le only to eligibl 
stations and eligible e 

ct f ~ ~ u ~ n ~ i ~ s  that Nextel seeks to assign to 

system in which licensees 
radiolocation services) in 

mobile commu 

censed under this past.’’3 Section 90.617(d) therefore prohibits the use of the 
channels for private, non-commercial, internal operations. 

Pursuant to section 1.925 of the C o ~ s § i o n ’ s  rules, waiver may be granted if the 
etitioner establishes 

ublic interest; or (2) where the petitioner establishes unique orunusual factual circumstances, 

at: ( I )  the underlying pu 
tion to the instant case, an 

f the rule would no 
ant of the waiver 

47 C.F.R. 6 90.617(d) (2003). 

See id. 2 



August 7 , 2  
Page 2 

application of the rule would be inequitable, unduly b~rdensome, or contr 
interest, or the a p ~ l i ~ a n t  has no r~asonable ~ t e ~ a t i ~ e . ~  

of this w ~ v e r  woul 

1 

cc: obin J. Cohen 



February 19,2004 

Licensing and Technical Analysis Branch 
Mobility Division 
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
1270 Fairfield Road 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 

e: SCANA Corporation and Nextel License Holdings 1, Inc. 
FCC Form 603 for Relocation of 800 MHz Channels 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

SCANA Corporation (“SCANA”) and Nextel License Holdings 1, Inc., a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Nextel Communications, Inc., (collectively “Nextel”) jointly 
hereby respectfully request that the Federal Communications Commission 
(“‘Commission”) grant the associated application to disaggregate and assign four 
frequencies (856-859.1 125 MHz) from five 800 
Economic Area (“EA”) Licenses and one frequency (856.1 125 MHz) from one additional 
800 MHz Block K “Lower 80” EA license as specified in the associated application, from 
Assignor Nextel to Assignee SCANA for Private Mobile Radio Service (“PMRS”). 1 

This transaction represents a voluntary relocation agreement between 800 MHz 
incumbent K A N A  and EA licensee Nextel. 

Hz Block K “Lower 80” Basic 

Out of an abundance of caution, SCANA and Nextel also respectfully request that 
the Commission waive any restriction contained in Section 90.617(d) of its Rules, 47 
C.F.R. §90.617(d), to permit the 800 MHz EA licenses assigned to SCANA to be used to 
provide private, non-commercial services and to be classified as PMRS rather than 
CMRS for regulatory purposes. 

Additionally, an FCC Remittance Advice Form 159 and payment via credit card 
in the amount of $150.00, is attached to this request for the requisite rule waiver fee. 

WDC99 872402-2.042468.0010 



a Fedml Communications Commission 
‘A Page 1 of6 

Explanation of the Transaction_ 

SCANA provides PMRS commfications to support its affiliated electric and 
natural gas utility services throughout South Carolina and adjacent states. SCANA serves 
over 5 ~ , ~ 0 ~  electricity customers and nearly 6 7 ~ , 0 ~ ~  gas customen in South Carolina 
and neighboring states. Nextel currently provides commercial mobile radio service 
(Y~J€RS’’) in some 400 cities in the U.S. w i n g  over eleven million subscrib, and is 
one of at least six CMRS providers with a nationat fmtprint.2 Nextel has invested more 
than $7 bill.im to establish a national! digital network to provide a full m g e  of wireless 
communications services in competition with other CMRS providers. Nextel’s digital 
C m S  service integrates in a single mobile h d s e t  a digital dispatch service (known as 
Nextel Direct Comdmb with interconnected mobile telephone service, Internet 
access, short messaging and mobile data service.3 By offering th is  i ~ t ~ ~ ~ d  package of 
services, Nextel has became a significant competitor to the established CMRS carriers 
throughout the US. and continues to compete successfilly In the provision of CMRS 
services. 

SCANA and Nextel have entered into a Frequency Relocation Agmment 
~ ~ A ~ ~ ~ ~ t ’ ~ ~  solely for the exchange or ‘‘swap’’ of frequencies, SCANA is the licensee 
of many site-specific 800 M k  stations throughout South Carolina, while Nextel holds a 
number of 800 MHz EA licenses covering SCANA’s service area. Pursuant to the 
Agreement, SCANA will swap the site-specific frequencies listed in Exhibit 1 for the six 
disajggregated EA licenses described above. In addition, via a separate applicatim Nextel 
will provide SCANA with an 800 MHz frequency at three site-specific lolcations.4 

The proposed transaction provides mutual b e f i t s  to bath SCANA and Nextel. 
S C M A  would acquire the wide area coverage and the ~ e x i b i l i ~  provided by s ix  EA 
licenses e ~ c ~ r n p ~ ~ i ~  its entire service ares. Moreover, SCA e 
elimination of the operational restrictions and regu1atm-y burdens of filing for and 
r n a ~ ~ ~ j ~ ~  ~~~~s site-specific licenses  out its ferritolry. Nextel would acquire 
multiple sitespecific l i m s e s  in the General Category Block D (85 1.0 125-85 1 .ti125 
MHz) as we11 as Business and IncTustriaVLand Tramportiltion ~‘I3~T’’)  frequencies 
~ u ~ ~ u t  South Carolina. In return, Nextel wwfd h e f i t  by he  tin^ incumbent 
sitespecific licenses within its Block D EA licenses for EA 026 (Charleston-North 
Charleston) and EA 028 {Savannah), and by expanding its fmtprint on the Block D 
frequencies in the some parts of South Carolina. Further, pursuant to section 
90.62 1 (e>(2) of the Commission’s des ,  47 C.F.R. 9 90-62 1 (e)(2}, Nextel would convert 
the subject BOLT hquencies for comercia1 use and expand its footprint cm these 
frequencies in certain areas of South Cmfina. 

Request for Waiver 

SCANA and Nextel hereby request a waiver of FCC Rule Section 90.6 17(d), and 
such other rules as may be necessary, to permit SCANA to take assignment of the 
referenced EA licenses operating on the specified bwer 80 Specialized Mobile Radio 

WDC9.9 872402-2 .#42468 -00 f 0 
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Although it appears that the FCC has anticipated that both SMR and non-SMR 
EA ticensees on the b w e r  230 SNR channels could be classified as PMfiS licensees,5 
Section 90.61 7(d) indicates that the Lower 80 SMR channels, including Nextef's 800 
hiHz Block K channels, "are available only to eligibles in the SMR cakgory."e Because 
the FCC defines "SMR" as "[a] radio system in which licensees provide land mobile 
c o ~ ~ c a t i o ~  services . . . on a G~~~~~~ basis," 7 Section 9 ~ . ~ 1 7 { d ~  appears to 
prohibit the use of Lower 80 SMR channels for private, non-comercial, internal 
operations. 

Section 1.925@)(33) o f  the FCC's Rules, provides that the FCC may grant a waiver 
upon a showing that: 

(13) the underlying purpose of the ml/e(s) would not be served or wodd be 
fnzst.sated by application to the Instant case, and that a grant sf the 
requested waiver would be in the pubiic interest; or 

(2) in view of unique or mwual factual ~i~~~~~ of the instant case, 
application of h e  rule@> would 'be inequitable, unduly burdensome or 
contrary to the public interest, or the applicant has no reasonable 
alternative. 8 

SCANA and Nextel submit that t h i s  request €or waiver meets these standards and should 
be granted. 

As set forth above, SCANA and Nextel have crafted a va1untar-y spectnm 
exchange agreement that will enable each ofthem to meet their unique and critical 
SP 
this ~ s ~ ~ t i ~ ~  however, if SCANA is able tt> use the ~p~~ it will receive in the 
transaction on a non-comemiall basis to support its VttiIity activities. Conversely, 
applying 90.6 17(d) so as to preclude SCANA h m  licensing and using the spectrum in 
&is fashion would be contrary to the public interest. Specifically, a denial of the 
requested waiver would deprive SCANA of needed expanded coverage and the increased 
operational flexibility and administrative efficiency that would be available with the 
rquestd EA licenses. 

in South Carol' e parties mill mly e able toi realize the benefit of 

SCANA is a $5 billion energy-based holding company whose business includes 
regulated electric and natural gas utility operations and other energy-related businesses. 
SCANA's principal subsidiary, South Carolina Electric & Gas Company (''SCE&GH), is 
South Carolina's Largest utility. SCE&G provides electric service to mare than 5 ~ 2 , ~ ~ ~  
custamers in the central, southern, and southwestern portions of the state. It is the state's 
largest retail supplier of natural gas as well, with more than 250,000 cummen 
~ ~ u ~ ~ u t  a 1 9 , ~ ~ - s q ~ - ~ ~ ~  service area. Through other electsic and gas utility 
affiliates, SCANA serves a total of over 560,000 electricity customers and nearly 670,000 
gas customers in South Camha and neighboring states. Another SCANA subsidiary, 
South Camlina Pipeline Corporation, is errgaged in the purchase, transmission and sale of 
WDC99 8 7 2 ~ 2 - 2 . ~ 2 4 ~ ~ . ~ ~ 1 0  
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natural gas to commercial, industrial and wholesde customers. SGANA seeks to operate 
these: licenses to cdumw its  si^^ of via  ti^^ ~~~~~~~~~ ~~~e~~ its 
headquarters and field crews that s c M c e  infiastruc$me praviding electricity and gsls to 
over one miklicm custolmm, SCANA's extensive 800 MHz system and its system needs 
are unique and have a direct impact on the safety and eficiency of its utility hctiolns. 
Chanting the waiver would thus yield a significant benefit for SCANA's customers as 
well as for the public at huge. SCANA has no reasonable alternative means of securing 
this benefit, and the waiver is warranted in this case. 

The requested waiver is also appropriate given that it will not Firustrate -the rule's 
underlying purpose, which is to asswe that demand for SMR seMce is adequately met? 
In entering this transaction, SCANA and Nextel have each conducted an analysis to 
identify the spectnun most suited to meeting their current needs. " h e  exchange will 
enabie each of them to access this spectrum, which would not athenvise be av;zikible to 
either of them, and thus will promote the deliwry of SMR service in the affixteed area. 

The FCC has encouraged market-based, vo1urttar-y relocation arrangements to 
tam in il given geographic permit EA licensees to consslidate: their control over 

arm. This relocation will enable Nextel to eliminate i ~ ~ b ~ t  site-specific licenses that 
it c u m t l y  has to protect Within its Block 0 IEA licenses for EA026 (Charleston-Nod 
Charleston) and EA028 (Savannah) and expand its footprint on the Block D fiquencies 
in wme parts of South ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ .  Further, pursuant to section 90.62 l(e)(Z) of the FCC's 
rules, Nextel would colnvert the subject Business and VLT hquencits to wmmial use 
and expand its footprint on those frequencies in certain mas of South C W Q ~ ~ M .  - 

Cloinclnsiorr 

the proposed assignment of s k  Block K EA lkcrn~es to SCANA i s  in the public htemt 
and otherwise consistent with the FCC's policies. F m e r ,  lifthe FCC determines that a 
waiver is required, SCANA and Nextel have dernanstmted that a waiver permitting 
SCANA to loperate Block K EA licenses on a private, nonammercid, intemal basis 
does not undermine the underlying puxpooise of &e FCC's rules and serves fhe public 
interest by supporting the transition to geographic area licensing in the 800 MHz band. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Charles S. Davis 
Spectsurn Coordinator 
SCANA Corporation 
1426 Main Street 
Columbia, SC 2921 8 

803-2 1 7- 8904 facsimile 
803-21 7-6385 phone 
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Robin JI Cohen 
Manager, Regulatory 
Nextel CcrmmuniCatjolns 
2001 Edmund Halley Drive 
Reston, VA 201 91 
70343342 ]I 1 phone 
303-433-4035 f w h i l c  



1 The six EA licenses are: WSC393 (Creenville-Spmburg-hdmon, SC-NC), 

( C ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~  Charleston, SC), WPSC382 ~ A u ~ ~ - ~ k e ~  GA-SC) and WPSC383 
(Savannah, GA-SC). 
2 See In &e Mutter of ImpJemmtaiion of Section 6#2(L5) of the Umnibw Budget 

(released July 14,2003) (“Eighth CMRS Competition Rqmrt’?. 
3 Nextel’s Direct Connect is a significant advancement over traditio~l d o g  dispatch 
seMces because it expands the typical d~~patch sentice coverage area, uses the spectnwl 
more efficiently, and provides extra security h u g h  the use of digital te&nology. 
4 The three locations and fiquencies are: Santuc, SC, 856.1 125 MHz; Abbeville, SC, 
856.1 125 “E; and Chesterfield, SC, 857,5125 MHz. 
5 In re Amendment of Part Po ofthe Commission’s Rules to Facilitate Future 
Development of SMR Systems in the 800 MHz Frequency Band, PR Docket No. 93-144, 
~~~~~u~~~~ U~~~~~~ and Order un ~ e c u ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  14 FCC Rcd 17556,117576 7 35 

6 47 C.F.R. 5 90.61 7(d) (2002). 

WPSC379 (Col~mbia, SC}, WPSC 380 ~~~~~, NC-SC), WPSC38 1 

R e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l l i a t i ~ ~  Act ~1~1993 ,  Eighth R e p &  FCC 03-150, WT W k e t  NO. 02-379,y 40 

(1 999). 

7 f d  5 90.7. 

Id. fj 1.925@)(3). 

WDC99 872402-2.042468.00 10 


